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Copper 360 Limited listed on 
the JSE

The�JSE�announced�a�new�copper�listing�on�the�
Alternative�Exchange�(AltX�Board),�Copper�360�
Limited�(CPR).

This�is�the�second�company�to�list�on�the�JSE�

this�year,�pushing�up�the�number�of�listed�
companies�on�the�bourse�to�303�with�an�overall�
market�capitalisation�of�R22.76�trillion.

Copper�360�is�a�copper�mining�company�with�
operations�based�in�the�Northern�Cape,�building�
South�Africa’s�next�major�copper�producer.

Formed�in�November�2022,�following�a�reverse�
take-over�of�copper�producer�Big�Tree�Copper,�
and�copper�mining�company�SHiP�Copper,�the�
company�has�a�focus�on�producing�premium�
copper�that�will�yield�high�cash�margin.

The�company’s�Mining�Right�covering�19�000�
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Workers�trapped�at�Sibanye�mine

Zimbabwe�Miners�Federation�President�
Henrietta�Rushwaya
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Copper�360�is�one�of�44�
companies�in�the�basic�
materials�sector�listed�on�both�
the�Main�Board�and�AltX�
Board�of�the�JSE.

A�listing�on�the�JSE�gives�
companies�like�Copper�360�
access�to�deep�and�highly�
liquid�capital�markets�while�
providing�investors�exposure�
to�Africa’s�great�growth�
potential�through�a�trusted�
entry�point.

The�AltX�market�focuses�on�
good�quality,�small�and�
medium�sized�high�growth�
companies.�AltX�provides�
smaller�companies�a�
springboard�onto�the�JSE�Main�
Board�with�a�clear�growth�
path�and�access�to�capital.�

“We�are�proudly�South�
African,�bold,�brave�and�
innovative.�We�have�tenacity,�
endurance�and�courage�but�
always�remain�humble.�We�
never�give�up!�We�are�building�
South�Africa’s�next�copper�
Giant.�We�are�Copper�360�–�
Hello�Copper�and�hello�JSE!”�
concludes�Nelson.

Pylons�connectivity

hectares�to�the�north�of�the�town�of�Springbok�
holds�12�copper�mines�(some�with�developed�
infrastructure)�and�60�copper�prospects�with�
advanced�geological�datasets.�It�is�estimated�
that�the�Life-of-Mine�across�the�various�
operations�is�over�100�years.

Jan�Nelson,�chief�executive�of�Copper�360�said,�
“Coming�to�the�market�means�we�give�South�
Africans�exposure�to�the�only�pure�copper�
exposure�available�to�them�with�further�major�
growth.�It�opens�up�a�capital�market�for�us�and�
allows�us�a�network�to�further�develop�strategic�
partnerships.�It�also�raises�our�profile�and�South�
Africa.”

Using�a�cluster�mining�model�developed�by�
Copper�360’s�chair,�Shirley�Hayes�–�where�
several�mines�feed�into�one�process�facility�–�
Copper�360�will�create�a�new�‘Copper�Country’.�
With�a�centralised�process�facility,�smaller�

orebodies�become�economically�viable,�and�have�
the�potential�to�add�up�to�greater�benefits�for�
copper�mining�in�the�region.

“The�mining�sector�is�a�vital�driver�of�economic�
growth�in�South�Africa.�With�mining�revenues�
reaching�over�R1.18�trillion�in�2022,�it�is�
imperative�that�the�country�continues�to�focus�
on�investing�in�this�sector.�South�Africa�holds�
some�of�the�world’s�largest�reserves�of�precious�
metals,�refractory�metals,�base�metals�and�
energy�minerals.�As�such,�we�are�pleased�to�
welcome�an�emerging�giant�in�the�copper�
mining�industry�to�the�Altx�Board�which�we�
launched�in�2003�to�catalyse�the�growth�of�
small�and�medium�size�businesses�such�as�
Copper�360,”�says�Sam�Mokorosi,�Head:�
Origination�and�Deals�at�the�JSE.�“It�is�
heartening�to�see�small�and�medium�sized�
companies�leverage�the�JSE�as�a�strong�platform�
for�capital�access�and�future�expansion.”



Vandalism�at�Eskom�pylons�has�caused�miners�to�be�trapped�underground.

Africa renews momentum for 
mining sector growth
“Mineral�wealth�must�bring�development�to�
Africa,”�said�Marit�Kitaw,�the�Interim�Director�
at�African�Minerals�Development�Center,�from�
Cape�Town�during�the�annual�Mining�Indaba.

Host�South�Africa�has�committed�to�
empowering�junior�mining�companies,�
managing�energy�and�regulatory�impediments�
and�attracting�more�investors.

According�to�South�African�President�Cyril�
Ramaphosa,�an�off-the-shelf�online�cadastral�
system�that�will�provide�much-needed�
transparency�on�existing�mining�rights,�
exploration�permits�and�known�geological�
features,�for�the�South�African�mining�industry�
–�a�system�that�could�provide�an�example�to�the�
continent.

“This�is�essential�for�the�operation�of�a�modern�
mining�rights�administration�system,�which�in�
turn�is�vital�for�the�growth�of�the�industry,”�

Ramaphosa�explained.

The�current�system�has�resulted�in�licensing�
backlogs�in�their�thousands,�limiting�the�
number�of�companies�undertaking�active�
explorations.

On�energy,�Ramaphosa�indicated�the�
government�was�“facilitating�investment�in�new�
generation�capacity�by�private�producers�by�
removing�the�licensing�threshold�for�embedded�
generation�projects.”

World�Bank�projects�that�the�global�mining�
industry�begs�for�an�excess�of�US$1.7�trillion�in�
investment�to�meet�global�mineral�products�
demand.

Sierra�Leone,�Mali,�Namibia�and�Tanzania�are�
actively�revising�policies�and�establishing�state-
owned�miners�to�tap�into�mining�opportunities.
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Minister in The Presidency Khumbudzo Ntshavheni



OIL�ANALYSIS�COURSES:�2023�WearCheck�training�course�dates:

WearCheck�training�consultant,�Jan�Backer�(third�from�right,�front�row),�conducted�
two-day�training�courses�in�Johannesburg�recently.
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Sierra�Leone,�in�2022�passed�two�laws�that�have�
been�critical�in�changing�mining�activities.

On�the�other�hand,�Mali�is�pursuing�a�more�
protective�and�domestic�strategy�for�its�mining�
industry.

According�to�Lamine�Seydou,�the�Mines,�Energy�
and�Water�minister,�“the�mines�developed�by�
Sorem�will�offer�100%�of�the�benefits�to�the�
state.”

Just�like�Mali,�Burkina�Faso�is�also�seeking�to�
leverage�its�domestic�systems�to�maximise�
returns�from�gold,�the�country’s�primary�
revenue-generating�mineral.

Beyond�regulatory�frameworks,�some�countries,�
including�Namibia�and�Tanzania,�have�invested�
more�in�attracting�foreign�investors�to�unlock�
their�mining�sector�potential.

Mining�plays�a�vital�role�in�Namibia’s�economy.�
Between�2000�and�2022,�revenues�from�mining�
averaged�$2583�million,�hitting�an�all-time�high�
of�$4018�million�in�the�third�quarter�of�2022.

Accounting�for�close�to�10%�of�the�country’s�
GDP,�Namibia�prioritises�partnerships�while�
simultaneously�looping�in�Namibians�and�local�
investors.

A�2021�law�requires�all�applications�for�mining�
licences�in�Namibia�to�have�15%�of�owners�being�
Namibians.

Tanzania�has�also�shown�a�renewed�
commitment�to�leverage�its�extensive�mineral�
deposits�for�economic�achievements.

Beginning�in�2020,�there�has�been�widespread�
renegotiation�of�the�agreements�and�policies�
guiding�mining�activities�in�the�East�African�
country.

The�Natural�Wealth�and�Resources�Act�of�2017�
has�been�amended�recently.�They�now�compel�
sector�investors�to�make�the�government�own�at�
least�16%�non-dilutable,�free�carried�interest�
from�mining�proceeds.

Between�2020�and�2022,�Tanzania�signed�close�
to�10�major�agreements�with�investors�in�the�
mining�sector�targeting�gold,�Nickel,�and�
Graphite.

Despite�the�developments,�value�addition�
remains�a�prime�opportunity�for�Africa�to�
increase�mineral�revenues.

Some�African�countries�are�tapping�into�
bilateral�and�multilateral�partnership�
opportunities�to�increase�value�addition�for�
minerals.

Angola,�Zambia�and�the�DRC�recently�agreed�to�
establish�the�Lobito�Corridor�Management�
Institution.�This�agency�will�man�a�trade�
corridor�off�the�Atlantic�Ocean�port�of�Lobito.

Battery�technology,�critical�to�improving�electric�
vehicles’�driving�range,�is�heavily�dependent�on�
minerals�buried�beneath�the�surface�of�Africa,�
with�DRC�and�Zambia�possessing�some�70%�of�
the�world’s�cobalt�reserves.

Harmony,�another�mining�bigwig,�is�reportedly�
considering�Green�Hydrogen�options�to�power�
its�machinery.

However,�as�different�countries�propagate�
activity�in�the�sector,�experts�point�out�the�need�
for�increased�industrialisation�within�the�
continent�to�achieve�value�addition.
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For�the�mine�that�is�looking�to�fast-track�
production,�the�modular�process�plant�may�
seem�to�be�the�ideal�solution�–�a�pre-assembled�
unit�means�quicker�delivery�time,�installation�
and�operation,�all�which,�in�theory,�results�in�a�
better�and�quicker�return�on�investment�for�the�
mine.

They�can�be�particularly�useful�at�mines�in�
remote�locations,�those�with�approximately�five�
years�life�of�mine�or�less,�and�various�open�cast�
ore�processing�with�the�flexibility�to�relocate�the�
modular�plant�when�required.

On�the�face�of�it,�the�plus�point�of�modular�
plants�is�that�manufacturing�and�quality�control�
is�done�off�site,�and�everything�is�then�delivered�
to�site�pre-assembled�at�the�same�time.�
Modular�plants�are�therefore�often�easier�to�
install,�with�reduced�installation�time�and�a�
smaller�team�required�during�installation.

However,�there�are�various�engineering�criteria�
that�must�be�considered�for�an�off-the-shelf�
process�or�materials�handling�plant,�advises�
Freddy�Mahlare,�Head�of�Process�Engineering�at�
UMS�Group.

“While�these�units�have�often�proven�successful�
in�various�applications,�there�are�several�things�
to�be�considered�to�ensure�that�the�system�is�
going�to�perform�as�intended,�the�biggest�of�
which�is�that�often,�standard�design�modular�
plants�have�a�capacity�limitation.

For�example,�if�a�mine�wants�a�20�000�t/pm�or�
smaller�generic�designed�chrome�process,�a�
modular�plant�could�be�suitable�for�this�
application.�However,�if�the�same�operation�
requires�to�operate�at�increased�throughputs�to�
this�and�processing/producing�challenging�
ores/products,�then�it�would�not�just�be�a�case�
of�replicating�the�20�000�t/pm�module.

In�such�an�instance,�a�modular�plant�design�
might�not�be�suitable,�as�it�would�be�possible�to�
overlook�various�engineering�and�process�
requirements,�and�the�process�operability�could�
be�compromised�resulting�in�increased�
operating�costs�and�reduced�efficiencies.”

Mahlare�explains�that�the�design�of�any�process

Zimbabwe�finance�minister�Mthuli�Ncube

At�the�press�conference�announcing�the�launch,�Xia�Hesheng,�President�of�
Huawei�Digital�Power�Sub-Saharan�Africa�Region,�said�that�Huawei�was�releasing�
three�residential�solutions:�Power-M,�LUNA,�and�the�high-end�luxury�solution.

�plant,�be�it�modular�or�bespoke�fixed,�requires�
comprehensive�engineering�to�be�undertaken�–�
essentially,�to�identify�if�the�ore�body�can�be�
economically�processed.

The�next�step�is�to�develop�capital�expenditure�
based�on�engineering�process�design�criteria�
required�for�that�specific�plant.�The�plant�is�
then�laid�out�on�structural�and�3D�drawings�so�
that�the�owner�can�determine�from�an�
operability�point�of�view�whether�they�can�
safely�access�operation�positions,�and�if�they�can�
maintain�the�specific�equipment.

“If�you�bypass�the�engineering,�some�of�these�
steps�can�be�missed,�and�the�plant�can�become�
inoperable�and�require�excessive�maintenance�
input�with�associated�cost�implications�for�the�
end�user,”�says�Mahlare.

“In�our�experience,�modular�plants�can�be�
successfully�installed�if�we�work�as�a�team�with�
the�client�and�the�modular�plant�manufacturer�
from�the�onset.�We�can�either�design�the�plant�
or�work�with�an�established�supplier�who�has�
already�done�the�background�engineering,�then�
lay�it�out�considering�the�interface�and�
infrastructure�requirements�and�work�together�
with�the�supplier�to�manufacture�it�accordingly.�
If�we�have�not�been�involved�in�the�process�
design�criteria,�then�we�cannot�guarantee�the�
throughput�of�the�overall�operations.

“Modular�plants�can�work�if�applied�within�the�
correct�selection�criteria�for�such�a�solution,�the�
necessary�engineering�is�taken�into�account,�and�
if�we�work�as�a�team�with�the�client�and�
supplier�to�ensure�that�the�project�is�set�up�to�
succeed,”�concludes�Mahlare.

Are modular process plants the 
most suitable solution to fast-
track production?
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Oded�Mansori,�Co-founder�and�CEO�of�HB�Antwerp

Zimbabwe�Miners�Federation�President�
Henrietta�Rushwaya
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We are a construction company, established 

in 2009.

With 12 years of experience, we have worked 

on many different projects such as, The Cape 

Good Hope Castle, Chelsea on Main, University 

of the Western Cape Life Science building, 32 

on Kloof, Obs Court, just to name a few. 

We offer services such as plastering, painting, 

building constructions, housing constructions, 

ceiling and partitioning, as well as renovation 

and maintenance services.

office@sadcon.co.z a
073 766 337 / 0606 522 513
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Mineral�Resources�and�Energy�
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Mining�site
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“Our�communities�will�benefit�immensely�from�
her�experience�in�global�communication�and�
her�role�in�developing�communication�strategies�
in�markets�across�the�African�continent.”

Commenting�on�her�move�to�Harmony,�
Morapedi-Mrara�said,�“I�am�excited�to�join�a�
company�with�a�rich�culture�and�an�incredible�
depth�of�expertise�and�experience�that�spans�
over�70�years.”

Morapedi-Mrara�holds�an�MSc�in�Strategic�
Management�from�the�University�of�Derby�in�
the�United�Kingdom�and�a�Bachelor�of�Arts�in�
(Media�Arts)�majoring�in�Marketing�and�Screen�
Studies�from�Deakin�University�in�Australia.

Most�recently,�she�completed�an�Executive�
Development�course�in�Strategic�Leadership�at�
the�Gordon�Institute�of�Business�Studies�(GIBS).

Harmony�Gold�has�announced�the�appointed�of�
Chipo�Morapedi-Mrara�as�Head�of�
Communication�and�Branding,�effective�1�May�
2023.

Morapedi-Mrara�has�over�16�years�of�leadership�
experience�in�the�mining�industry�and�extensive�
experience�in�internal�and�external�strategic�
communication,�government�relations,�and�
stakeholder�engagement,�among�other�roles.�
She�joins�Harmony�after�nine�years�at�
AngloGold�Ashanti.

Mashego�Mashego,�Executive�Director�at�
Harmony,�said,�“The�Company�is�pleased�with�
the�appointment�of�Chipo.�As�a�strategic�
communications�Specialist,�I�am�confident�that�
Chipo�will�use�her�unique�skills�and�experience�
to�drive�our�communication�and�branding�
initiatives�across�the�group.”

Harmony Gold appoints Chipo 
Morapedi-Mrara as the new 
Head of Communication and 
Branding



Sibanye-stillwater�Thembelani
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CREATIVE CONCRETE 
SOLUTIONS ... WHEN QUALITY MATTERS!

Since 1958 we have been developing and 
producing world-class products for YOU!
• Tel: + 27 11 822 2320 
• Fax:  + 27 11 822 2354  
• e-mail: cindy@ashak.co.za 

•   Bonding Agents

•   Chemical Anchors

•   Concrete Bonding

•   Concrete Crack Repairs

•   Concrete Release Agents

•   Concrete Repair Mortars

•   Curing Compounds

•   Epoxy Adhesives

•   Epoxy Grout

•   Joint Sealants

•   Non Shrink Grouts

•   Pre Cast Repairs

•   Water Proofing
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“We’ve�started�working�on�the�box�cut�with�the�
anticipation�that�first�coal�will�be�extracted�
sometime�around�July/August�this�year,”�Menar�
MD�Vuslat�Bayoglu�said.

The�R600-million�capital�being�expended�on�the�
Gugulethu�project�in�Mpumalanga�makes�up�
more�than�half�of�the�R1.04-billion�worth�of�
investment�in�South�Africa�pledged�by�Menar�at�
President�Cyril�Ramaphosa’s�South�Africa�
Investment�Conference.

Menar�pledged�an�overall�R1.04-billion�at�the�
fifth�SA�Investment�Conference�to�fund�two�
mining�ventures�that�fall�under�its�subsidiary,�
Canyon�Coal.��A�further�R440-million�will�go�
towards�developing�the�Thuso�project,�also�in�
Mpumalanga.

The�fully�licensed�Gugulethu�Colliery,�southeast�
of�Hendrina,�is�projected�to�create�400�jobs.

Developments�have�progressed�well,�despite�
delays�in�the�construction�of�the�road�at�the�
beginning�due�to�heavy�rains.

Two�teams�working�on�the�box�cut�are�removing�
the�topsoil�and�stockpiling�it�separately.

The�refurbished�processing�plant�infrastructure�
is�scheduled�to�be�operational�by�September.

The�first�phase�of�opencast�operation�is�
expected�to�produce�200�000�t�of�run-of-mine�
coal�a�month.�The�second�phase,�which�consists�
of�underground�mining,�should�resume�in�seven�
years.

Thuso,�in�Bethal,�is�also�fully�licensed�and�work�
on�its�infrastructure�plan�is�being�finalised.

“If�the�coal�prices�stabilise,�we�should�be�able�to�
start�developing�Thuso�by�the�fourth�quarter�of�
this�year.�Both�these�mines�will�supply�the�
export�market�because�the�local�market�is�
currently�not�viable�due�to�Eskom�not�burning�
enough�coal,”�Bayoglu�points�out.

Construction phase of 
Menar’s new R600m 
colliery project is in 
full swing



�Siemens�Large�Drives�global�solutions�head�
Oliver�Beck
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